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The negotiations at Thoiry had indeed remained
fruitless, but Briand decided to approach the idea of
peace from a different angle. When he realised that
the scheme of co-operation with Germany envisaged
at Thoiry was now barred, he tried a less direct route
which would lead to the same goal; the pacification of
the world. It was not in his character to run his head
against a wall, but he had the quality of resilient
natures who are never defeated, and after every blow
return to the contest with undiminished vigour. Re-
pulsed at one point, he attacked the problem at another,
which for the moment promised success.

America's hegemony, made manifest in terms of
figures, expressed itself in attempts to exercise a moral
influence on the sceptical opinion of the older world.
Briand took account of this factor, and put before the
new world a proposal for a great pact to outlaw war.
Contrary to his expectation the ball was speedily
returned. The scheme of a great oath to observe peace,
not involving any more exact obligations, quickly won
a host of supporters across the Atlantic. It then found
its way to the various Cabinets of Europe, where it was
sure of at least respectful welcome.

Shortly before his illness the memorandum was
communicated to Stresemann. He sent an approving
reply, but for him who at Thoiry had thought to see
realities within his grasp, this pact was too indefinite,
too general, too much of a beau geste without practical
effect. " It is one of those questions to which a decent
man cannot give the answer No/* said Stresemann;
" but like all questions of conscience to which there is
only one answer, its moral value is greater than its
practical significance. If I asked a murderer of to*